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 During this last week I discov-
ered a school in Sulaimany unique 
among others in the region. It is a school 
for those who have given up on the tra-
ditional methods of schooling and want 
to try something new and equal in ac-
creditation. Though referred to as the 
“Swedish school,” its proper name is 
Folk High School.
 I have been curious to identify 
the fate of those students who truly 
have the heart to learn but simply do 
not comprehend the teaching style pro-
vided in public schools in the Kurdis-
tan Region. In my study about the Folk 
High School I have found many pro-
grams that make this school appealing 
to this exact class of students.
 Though there are Folk High 
Schools all around the world, this is the 
first Folk High School in the Middle 
East. Folk High Schools are very com-
mon in Nordic countries. For example, 
in Sweden, Folk High Schools have a 
history of over 140 years of experience. 
In total, there are 148 Folk schools in 
Sweden. This expresses the clear de-
mand for this form of teaching in Swe-
den.
 Is the Folk School in Sulaimany 
independent? Yes, in fact the Folk high 
school in Suly is an independent and 
self-administered institution. Though 
the ministry of education is responsible 
for providing the school budget and su-
pervising the curriculum, it does not al-
locate where the money is spent nor the 
method and content of teaching. Inde-
pendence is at the core of the Folk High 
School in Sulaimany.

 One may ask how the teaching 
methods differ from other public or pri-
vate schools in the Region. The teachers 
have been taught courses both in Swe-
den and through distance learning in 
Kurdistan. They have been trained and 
tested for the job. Students are taught in 
both Kurdish and English depending on 
the class.
 The program of study is equal to 
that taught in secondary level in other 
schools; however it is taught in a differ-
ent manner. One of the different aspects 
of this school is their way of teaching in 
themes. For instance, every few weeks 
the students are placed into groups, 
named, and given a theme to work 
on.The themes range from “to study at a 
folk high school,” to “Kurdistan yester-
day, today, and tomorrow.” Each of these 
themes is tangibly practiced via activi-
ties and student-led groups. Wouldnot 
you have been pleased not to take any 
standard tests in High School? Well, 
Folk High School has a distinct testing 
system. They do not examine student 

based on tests but through evaluations, 
oral and written presentations, and ex-
hibits.
 One of the most diverse experi-
ences that Folk High School students 
have is the opportunity to experience 
a Kurdish-Swedish student exchange 
program. The Folk High School in Su-
laimany has a prospective program to 
take Kurdish students to Sweden and 
bring Swedes to Sulaimany. Currently, 
for an education trip similar to this, 
the school is seeking adequate fund-
ing from sponsorships. In addition, the 
Folk School students are able to utilize 
the internet both as a form of commu-
nication with foreign students and as a 
learning tool.
 Folk High School doors are open 
to anyone who meets the correct re-
quirements. Their futures programs 
consist of establishing more Folk High 
Schools in other areas in Kurdistan. 
This school is on the trail of making 
the Kurdish student community more 
fruitful and competitive. 
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 For many years Naw-
roz was ignored and almost 
forgotten as the result of be-
ing occupied and invaded by 
the enemies of the Kurds, and 
their rights were evaded. In the 
twentieth century  one of the 
greatest, most educated men, 
and one of the most admirable 
poets in the history of Kurdis-
tan, Piramerd, started putting 
in the effort to bring back to 
life this disregarded culture.
 Every year in the city of 
Sulaimany, on the Mamayara 
Hill, he would gather up the 
people of the city. He would 
organize a great carnival in 
which the young and the elder-
ly of the city celebrate around 

the fire of Nawroz. Nawroz 
was reborn and almost all of 
the poets wrote poems about 
it. The poems were converted 
to songs with great melodies. 
Year by year more vitality, 
sparkle, and strength were giv-
en to Nawroz. 
 Today, the fire of Naw-
roz glares more, and the carni-
val and the celebrations have 
become greater. When look-
ing on the faces of the Kurds, 
a special feeling and passion 
can be noticed. Nawroz is not 
comparable to any other days 
of the year, and the glimpses 
will not be seen again during 
the year.
 The appellation of Naw-
roz is related to freedom and 
independence.  It’s a heritage 
for Kurds from ancient histo-

ry. Every year at the beginning 
of March, every Kurd awaits 
this day with excitement and 
love and prepares for the ritu-
als of igniting the fire, singing 
anthems and Nawroz songs. 
Even in the days of occupation 
under the Ba’ath regime, it be-
came new again. It became the 
flame of the fire that started 
the revolution for the Kurds’ 
nation in the invaded parts of 
Kurdistan. The excitement of 
revolts and high spirit of na-
tionality rose again. The foes 
of the Kurds were frightened 
the most on that day and made 
extra precaution to prepare 
for revolts from the Kurds, be-
cause on that day the sense of 
nationality overtook the other 
feelings and Kurdish individu-
als were ready to sacrifice for 

their country.
 The timing of Nawroz 
for other nations is the begin-
ning of spring and the liveli-
ness of nature, but for Kurds 
in addition to the beginning of 
spring, it’s also considered as 

the rebirth of the Kurdish spir-
ituality. It’s the season of vital-
ity, revolution, resurrection, 
and for Kurds, it’s the season of 
saying farewell to all the hard 
days and nights of winter.

  
 Eighteen; this number 
acquired a specialty whenever it 
is referred to as a human age. In 
most countries, 18 is the age of 
the majority, the voting age, the 
legal minimum age for getting a 
driving license, buying premis-
es, opening a bank account, and 
seeing a rated +18 certificate 
film etc.
 Historically, in Judaism 
for example, 18 is the appropri-
ate age for marriage. It is con-
sidered significant because the 
Hebrew word for Life is “Chai” 
which has a numerical value of 
18.
 There are also many 
Christians who believe that there 
is significance for the number 18 
in Christianity; for that the Bible 
mentions that Jesus left Naza-
reth at18 years of age. 
 In Islam, however, we 
find some Muslims believe that 
numbers 18 and 81 that are 
found in Hindi on the right and 
left hands’ palms have special 
significance because when add-
ing 18+81=99, it equals to the 
number of the names of Allah, 
and when subtracting 81-18 it 
equals 63 which is the age of 
Prophet Mohammed. 
 In Chinese tradition, the 
number eighteen is read “Yao 
Ba” which sounds like “Yao Fa” 
which means that someone is 
going to be successful, and that 
is why we find that buildings’ 
floors numbered 18 in China are 
somehow more expensive than 

other floors, for their sentimen-
tal value.
 According to many psy-
chiatrists, 18 is the age of ado-
lescence as it is the time of com-
pletion of the biological and 
psychological changes. In many 
western communities, many 
young adolescents decide to 
live separately from their par-
ents when they are 18. Probably 
it is because of the new feelings 
young man/woman begin to 
have after having their new legal 
rights at that age. 
 If we do deep research 
about the moving of the young 
American adults for example, 
we find that most of the Ameri-
cans make such decisions when 
they are 21. Thus, it is the age of 
majority in most of the Ameri-
can states. Still, in those same 
states, there are age restrictions 

on entering many public places 
under the age of eighteen. In the 
United Kingdom, there is the 
“18 Certificate” which is issued 
by the “British Board of Film 
Classification” which states that 
a film should not be seen by a 
person who is less than 18 years 
old.
 From the aforementioned 
examples, it is evident that this 
number has a real historical sig-
nificance in many civilizations 
whenever it is related to the hu-
man age. But, I would like to 
conclude with a funny question. 
Once a friend of mine asked: If I 
am 17 years, 11 months, and 30 
days old, I know that I am not 
allowed to get a driving license, 
but will I be able to drive well 
when I wake up the next morn-
ing?! 
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 Apple has an-
nounced the release of 
their latest well-known 
tablet, the new iPad, in the 
company’s yearly confer-
ence in San Francisco on 
the 7th of March. The new 
tablet didn’t follow Apple’s 
convention of naming. It is 
not the iPad 2s, or iPad 3. 
It is simply the “new iPad” 
as the top engineers and 
executives referred to it in 
the tablet’s TV add. 
 As it appears from 
the technical specifica-
tions of the new iPad, if 
you already have the pre-
vious iPad 2, don’t buy 
the new one. However, if 
you have the iPad 1, you 
should consider getting 
the new iPad, because the 
differences are huge.
 Apple has enhanced 
the screen resolution for 
the new iPad. It can fit 1 
million pixels more than 
a full HD TV (2048*1536 
against 1920*1080) into its 
screen. Another notable 
feature of the new iPad is 
the LTE (stands for Long 
Term Evolution) connec-
tivity. This is the latest 
technology in mobile and 
wireless data transferring 
that starts from 75 Mps. 

Which means you can 
download 1 GB in less than 
2 minutes. This technology 
is also known as 4G, and it 
is available in the Middle 
East in Saudi Arabia (Zain 
and STC), Bahrain (Zain), 
and UAE (Etisalat) accord-
ing to lteworld.org. LTE is 
not yet available in Iraq or 
Kurdistan.
 The new iPad 
comes with a faster proces-
sor called A5X chip. Thus, 
it has higher graphics ca-
pabilities for gaming and 
also to support the retina 
display. Apple people also 
embedded a 5-megapixel 
iSight camera that records 
1080p HD videos as well 
as still images. Battery life 
has slightly improved, and 
the physical design of the 
tablet remained the same 
as iPad2, but a little bit 
heavier.
 If you have bought 
your iPad 2 last week from 
Apple Store, don’t worry, 
you can either get your 
money back, or they will 
pay you back the differ-
ence, since the previous 
iPad’s price has declined. 
Finally, you can see that 
the changes are not sig-
nificant, except the 5 MP 
cameras. If you have iPad 
2 keep it, if you have the 
first generation, consider 
replacing it.

Why you shouldn’t buy 
the new iPad, and why 

you should buy it?

Nawroz, Today, and Yesterday
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 C.   S.   Lewis,   renowned   Irish   
novelist   and   academic,   wrote   in   The   
Great   Divorce,   “There   was   a   time   
when   you   asked   questions   because   
you   wanted   answers.   Become   that   
child   again:   even   now.”

 I   was   reminded   of   the   sig-
nificance   of   this   quote   earlier   this   
February   when   I   boarded   a   ski   lift   
up   to   a   mountain   in   Lebanon.   In   
the   lift   I   was   paired   up   with   a   kid   
whom   I   later   found   out   to   be   11   
years   of   age.   Right   away   he   fired   
questions   at   me   starting   with   “what’s   
your   name?”,   “where   are   you   from?”,   
and   “why   are   you   here?”   He   was   
either   a   secret   intelligence   agent   
or   wanted   to   learn   as   much   about   
me   as   possible   in   that   three-minute   
ride,   but   I   doubt   it   was   the   for-
mer.   It   stroke   me   that   anyone   my   
age   or   older   would   have   given   me   
nothing   more   than   a   grin   all   the   
way   up,   that   is   if   I   had   any   luck.

 I   remembered  learning  from   
a   specific  workshop   that  research   
has   shown  that   children  ask  over   
50   questions  on   average  in  a   day   
while   adults  ask  around  5  questions.   
It   looks   like   something   spooky   goes   
on   in  that  period   of   adolescence   
leading   human   beings  to  lose   interest   
in  asking   questions   as   they   grow   up.

 The   theory   that   
adults   have   learned   
everything   there   is   to   know   and   
that   that   is   why   there   is   no   need   
for   them   to   ask   questions   does   not   
hold   because   there   is   always   some-
thing   new   to   be   learned,   even   if   
one   lives   to   be   1000   years   and   
accumulates   50   Ph.D.’s.   The   more   
plausible   (and   more   accurate,   I   beg)   
explanation,   however,   is   that   we   
start   to   think   that   we   have   learned   
everything   by   the   end   of   our   ado-
lescence   years.   It   is   as   if   when   
we   get   our   driver’s   license   we   give   
ourselves   the   license   to   stop   asking   
questions.

 Coming   to   think   about   it,   
asking   questions   is   very   compara-
ble   to   the   whole   business   of   driv-
ing.   When   we   ask   questions,   we   in   
a   sense   accept   a   ride   in   someone   
else’s   car,   we   accept   to   be   lead   in   
the   mind   to   wherever   the   driver   
(i.e.   the   person   who   we   entreat   
about   the   topic)   will   take   us.   When   
enquiring   about   any   phenomena,   we   
are   acknowledging   that   we   lack   the   
utilities   to   fare   in   the   grounds   of   
that   topic   and   are   trying   to   hitch   
a   ride   with   someone   that   can   take   
us   there,   with   someone   who   knows   
better.

 However,   as   we   grow   up   we   
check   the   amount   of   questions   we   
ask.   It   happens   that   we   all   at   some   
point   start   believing   that   we   are   

at   the   height   of   knowledge;   this   is   
where   we   stop   appreciating   the   im-
portance   of   enquiry.   What   follows   is   
that   we   accept   less   and   less   often   
to   be   led   by   anyone,   in   the   mind   
and   by   car.   We   rather   not   get   to   
our   destination   than   ask   to   be   lead   
there.   And   naturally   we   start   belit-
tling   those   who   ask   questions   as   
we   do   those   who   ask   for   rides,   we   
even   feel   superior   to   them.   The   end   
result   is   that   questions   turn   into   
a   way   for   us   to   reaffirm   our   own   
biases,   not   to   get   answers.   We   stop   
seeking   for   answers.

 This   depreciation   of   the   value   
and   purpose   of   enquiry   is   a   very   
dangerous   social   ailment.   When   
manifested   in   any   community,   it   
leads   to   stagnation   of   knowledge   
and   creates   hypocrites.   When   we   
stop   questioning   we   stop   or   at   least   
hinder   the   exchange   of   knowledge   
and   dam   up   the   rivers   of   informa-
tion   into   pools   causing   them   to   
stagnate   and   rot.   What   will   be   left   
is   a   community   that   thinks   it   has   
oceans   of   information   while   it   is   in   
reality   just   a   smelly   pond.

 Perhaps   this   all   seems   too   
alien,   but   let   me   bring   it   a   bit   
closer   to   home.   One   of   the   most   
widely   used   terms   (verb   +   pronoun)   
in   the   Kurdish   vernacular   is   perhaps   

Êzanm,   “I   know.”   It   is   a   favorite   
reply   to   a   score   of   daily   questions:   
“Watch   out!   A   car   is   coming,”—
“Êzanm.”   “The   food   is   on   the   ta-
ble,”   —“Êzanm.”   “It   is   cold   outside,”   
—“Êzanm”   —“Êzanm”   —“Êzanm.”   
We   use   it   so   much   that   it   usually   
comes   as   a   natural   reply   to   almost   
anything.

 Though   the   term   Êzanm   is   
concise   and   useful,   it   has   come   to   
signify   our   unwillingness   to   learn   
since   we   use   it   even   when   we   do   
not   have   information   about   the   
topic.   It   is   a   convenient   way   to   
avoid   looking   “ignorant”   and   evade   
asking   questions.   However,   this   is   
not   healthy;   we   should   aim   to   gain   
knowledge,   not   to   pretend   that   we   
have   it.

 I   propose   that   we   check   the   
number   of   times   we   reply   with   
“Êzanm”   and   instead   ask   when   
we   are   unaware   of   anything.   It   is   
not   a   shame   if   you   do   not   know,   
though   it   is   quite   shameful   if   you   
do   not   know   and   do   not   want   to   
learn.   Let’s   regain   that   thirst   for   
answers   which   we   lost   sometime   in   
our   adolescence.   Let’s   “become   that   
child   again,”   we   will   be   better   off.   
But   you   probably   already   “know”   all   
of   this…
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 To   many,   High   School   re-
membrance   may   be   a   relic   of   the   
past,   a   memory   too   far   to   com-
memorate.   To   me,   they   not   only   
represent   the   climax   of   my   educa-
tional   life   as   a   student   but   have   
set   the   roadmap   for   all   pursuits   I   
have   aspired   to   hitherto.   It   was   
the   challenge   that   kept   me   intact   
day   after   day.   On   one   special   oc-
casion,   a   guest   speaker   in   class   
raised   a   question   worth   thinking   
about.   Without   hesitation,   this   
Australian   pilot   asked   us,   a   group   
of   Kurdish   students,   “Why   are   you   
proud   to   be   Kurdish?’’   Coming   
from   a   foreigner,   my   class   felt   
insulted   to   express   the   least.   In   
each   of   our   stubborn   minds   we   
whispered,   “Who   are   you   to   ask   
that?’’   Today,   I   ask   you   that   ques-
tion   with   faith   that   you   may   take   
time   out   of   your   day   to   critically   
think   this   through.   Must   there   be   
a   reason   for   our   Kurdish   ego?

 We   may   argue   with   full   force   
that   our   parents   and   grandparents   
sacrificed   their   lives   for   the   liberty   
we   enjoy   today.   In   their   lifetimes,   
it   was   not   what   Kurdistan   pro-
vided   them   with   but   about   the   
burden   and   threat   they   put   on   
their   own   lives   to   contribute   back   
to   Kurdistan.   In   their   era,   less   
familiar   in   today’s   Kurdish   world,   
it   was   more   about   giving   than   
receiving.   We   should   be   honored   
to   have   had   the   resilience   and   
loyalty   that   our   forefathers   and   
parents   demonstrated   throughout   
their   lifetime.   The   invaluable   patri-
otism   that   everyone   felt   from   their   
neighbors,   friends,   community,   and   
family   is   now   seldom   found.   The   
trust   of   having   a   purpose   in   life   
was   pivotal   to   the   survival   of   the   
Kurdish   population.   In   addition   to   
this,   family   orientation   was   a   sup-
porting   factor   in   the   liberation   of   
the   Kurdish   people.   These   instru-
mental   characteristics   outlined   the   
life   of   the   average   Kurdish   citizen   
of   the   time.   This   was   the   product   
of   our   parents   and   grandparents.   
We   boast   about   this   to   all   who   
walk   this   land,   nearly   crediting   
ourselves   for   their   accomplishments   
when   possible.   We   take   pride   in   
achievements   that   are   not   ours,   
anticipating   success   in   our   own   
lives.   Yet   compared   to   the   genera-
tions   before,   we   are   not   as   cou-
rageous,   patriotic,   family   oriented   
and   loyal-all   the   ingredients   that   

we   take   pride   in.   Acknowledging   
the   vast   gap   between   our   gen-
eration   and   those   before   us,   we   
youth   have   to   build   on   the   shoul-
ders   of   these   giants.   Without   a   
doubt,   we   ourselves   are   short   of   
sustaining   the   developments   that   
are   in   demand   in   our   time.   This   
is   unfortunate   since   no   Kurdish   
generation   yet   has   been   as   eco-
nomically,   technologically,   cultural-
ly,   and   educationally   privileged   as   
ours.   We   cannot   drop   the   baton   
as   it   is   being   given   to   us   by   the   
previous   generation.

 Our   generation   is   left   with   
5,000   martyrs   of   the   Halabja   gen-
ocide   operation,   8,000   martyrs   of   
Barzan,   180,000   plus   subjects   of   
the   Saddam   Hussein’s   Anfal   Cam-
paign,   4,000   destroyed   villages,   
thousands   of   displaced   and   slaugh-
tered   Fayli   Kurds   and   thousands   
of   other   relocated,   oppressed   and   
massacred   Kurdish   citizens.   This   
history   is   there   for   us   to   learn   
from   and   prevent   from   re-occur-
ring.   It’s   extremely   essential   that   
on   the   birthday   of   these   events,   
Kurdish   citizens   treat   it   as   a   na-
tional   affair   for   all   Kurds   equally   
to   celebrate.   People   should   not   
allow   political   parties   to   manipu-
late   and   boycott   but   rather   unite   
and   reflect   during   these   memori-
als.   History   will   repeat   itself   when   
ignorance   takes   its   role   in   Kurdish   
culture.   

 Our   generation   of   Kurdish   
youth   has   to   pursue   a   number   
of   goals.   Locally,   each   one   of   us   
has   to   find   what   they   love   doing.   
What   is   your   passion   and   dream?   
In   addition,   we   have   to   find   what   

occupations   and   areas   of   advance-
ment   Kurdistan   is   in   need   of.   
Based   on   this,   both   Kurdistan’s   
gaps   will   be   filled   and   the   citi-
zen’s   passions   are   satisfied.   Though   
this   may   be   by   no   means   an   easy   
process,   we   have   to   set   high   aims.   
On   an   international   scale,   Halabja   
has   to   be   introduced   to   the   world   
as   genocide.   Similar   to   the   Holo-
caust   of   the   Jews,   the   genocides   
of   Rwanda,   Srebrenica,   Darfur,   and   
Armenia,   Halabja   needs   to   be   ap-
proved   as   genocide   by   the   inter-
national   community.   Furthermore,   
cultural   epidemics   such   as   FGM   
(female   genital   mutilation),   honor   
killing,   and   arranged   marriage   need   
to   slowly   but   surely   come   to   an   
end.   It   terms   of   economics,   our   
generation   has   to   work   to   prevent   
oil   from   becoming   Kurdistan’s   de-
pended   source   of   income.   Alterna-
tively,   Kurdistan   has   to   initiate   in   
constructing   large   industries   and   
factories,   in   addition   to   investing   
more   in   the   agricultural   sector.   
Oil   can   be   a   blessing   or   curse   
based   on   how   the   government   de-
cides   to   use   it.   Moreover,   private   
enterprise   needs   to   prosper   and   
increased   entrepreneurship   need   to   
be   established   in   Kurdistan   Region   
of   Iraq.   The   next   generation   has   
to   open   doors   for   the   expansion   
of   a   culture   of   entrepreneurship   
to   blossom.   Relative   to   its   size,   
the   Kurdistan   Regional   Government   
employs   more   employees   than   al-
most   any   other   government   in   the   
region.   This   is   due   to   the   ex-
tended   number   of   Kurdish   people   
who   rest   on   government   budget.   
In   effect,   more   and   more   citizens   
are   becoming   gradually   lazier   and   
a   socialistic   form   of   government   

is   the   catalyst   to   this.   Though   
there   are   still   various   other   areas   
that   the   youth   have   to   emphasis   
on,   social   responsibility   is   vital   to   
highlight.   With   every   action   we   
take,   we   have   to   behave   ethically   
while   better   enhancing   the   qual-
ity   of   life   around   us.   We   Kurds,   
more   than   often,   think   more   of   
our   own   gain   than   the   overall   
benefit   of   our   setting.

 Why   are   you   proud   to   be   
Kurdish?   Unlike   many   other   na-
tions   around   the   world,   Kurdistan   
is   newly   inaugurating   its   path   to-
ward   development.   Therefore,   there   
are   innumerable   opportunities   for   
growth   in   all   segments   of   Kurdish   
society.   For   that   reason,   it   is   in   
the   hands   of   the   Kurdish   people   
to   make   a   change.   And   since   there   
is   hope,   I’m   optimistic   that   we   
will   build   a   better   Kurdistan.   I’m   
proud   to   be   Kurdish   because   we   
have   the   chance   to   make   Kurdis-
tan   great.   Be   proud   that   you   have   
power   in   giving   back   to   Kurdistan   
today.   No   excuses   are   excusable   
anymore.   In   his   commencement   
speech   to   Stanford   University   in   
2005,   Steve   Jobs   stated,   “Remem-
bering   that   you   are   going   to   die   
is   the   best   way   I   know   to   avoid   
the   trap   of   thinking   you   have   
something   to   lose.   You   are   already   
naked.   There   is   no   reason   not   to   
follow   your   heart.’’   All   of   us   will   
die;   it   is   just   a   matter   of   time.   
Kurdistan   though   still   needs   devel-
opment.   Do   your   part   in   creating   
a   better   Kurdistan   for   your   off-
spring.   Serve   Kurdistan   before   it   
is   too   late.

Youth and this Generation
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A Gallery of Jeremiah Small

Jeremiah and his family Jeremiah during Nawroz in Sulymaniya

CSM graduate class of 2011CSM graduate class of 2010

Jeremiah at Hazar MerdJeremiah’s continuous support of Bangladeshi labour 
workers in Kurdistan

By Bery Majeed
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 Manchester United or 
Manchester City, who do you 
think will win the Premier 
League? After plenty of chal-
lenges between the two, it is 
quite hard to point at one. If 
you are a fan of either team, 
wait for the decisive match 
on April 30th where the two 
top teams in the league will 
clash at the very edge for the 
Premier League title.

 Several years ago, 
Manchester City could 
hardly make it to the finals 
and challenge the competi-
tive teams such as Arsenal, 
Chelsea, Liverpool, and their 
natural rivals Manchester 
United. Since 2008, when 
Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan bought the club, 
Manchester City started to 
develop their squad’s abil-
ity and afford valuable play-
ers. Recently, they have been 
considered as one of the big-
gest teams of the Premier 
League.
 
 Sir Alex Ferguson, 
the manager of Manchester 
United, admires Manchester 
City; in an interview, he clar-
ified, “It’s not absolutely con-
clusive that it will apply this 
season because you’ve got 

to admire City, and they’ve 
done exceptionally well and 
been top of the league for a 
long time.” These words are 
clearly expressions of admi-
rations, and quite surprising-
ly are from the rival manager 
of City.

 Manchester United, 
the team who has won the 
most league titles, did not 
have a good start from the 
beginning of the league. Sir 
Alex admittedly declared 
that his team’s performances 
are not as good as they were 
before, yet he blames himself 
for the declining effective-
ness of his team. He tried 
to give the young players a 
chance to prove themselves 
and benefit from them in the 
long run. Surely, he jeopard-
ized the team’s chances for 
this season, but he was able 
to pull them back for another 
chance of winning the title 
again. Both City and Unit-
ed now sit at the top of the 
league table, well ahead of 
third-placed Arsenal, mak-
ing this season’s title a two-
horse race.
 
 As years pass, un-no-
table teams rise and compete 
for leagues against the best 
known clubs in the world; 
the Premier League serves as 
evidence. For this very same 
reason, football is always in-
teresting to follow. 
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 We   all   know   the   im-
pact   external   appearances   have   
on   our   perception   of   almost   
everything,   however   the   ex-
tent   to   which   this   effect   can   
go   is   often   underestimated.   
In   an   age   where   stereotyping   
is   supposedly   looked   down   
upon   it   is   quite   ironic   how   
magnified   it   has   become.   
There   are   areas   where   we   
really   don’t   expect   looks   to   
come   into   play,   but   yet   they   
do;   for   instance,   in   class-
rooms   and   schools.

 We   would   like   to   be-
lieve   that   education   is   an   
equal   opportunity   institution,   
however   recent   research   shows   
quite   the   contrary.   A   
study   conducted   by   
Hamermesh   &   Park-
er   found   that   under-
graduate   students   who   
were   more   physically   
attractive   tend   to   get   
better   evaluations.   This   
isn’t   to   say   that   hard   
work   and   diligence   
gets   you   nowhere,   but   
the   sad   truth   is   that   it   
gets   you   farther   when   
you’re   better   looking.

 At t r a c t ive n e ss   
also   has   a   role   when   
it   comes   to   how   much   
you   make.   Another   

study   by   Hamermesh   found   
that   people   who   are   bet-
ter   looking   earn   up   to   12%   
more.   Even   our   opinions   are   
impacted   by   looks.   A   study   
found   that   women   going   into   
job   interview   were   more   like-
ly   to   alter   their   ideas   and   
beliefs   to   meet   an   attractive   
man’s   ideas   and   beliefs,   ver-
sus   that   of   an   unattractive   
one.

 Now   think   for   a   sec-
ond,   what   is   the   first   ques-
tion   that   is   asked   when   your   
aunt   tells   your   mom   so   and   
so   is   married?   Well   she   asks   
if   she’s   pretty,   of   course?   It   
is   easy   to   play   the   blame   
game   but   even   in   Kurdish   
society   we   see   this   obses-
sion   gaining   momentum.   It   is   
a   sad   but   unavoidable   truth   

that   today’s   society   is   fixated   
on   beauty.   This   obsession   is   
detrimental   to   say   the   least;   
however   it   isn’t   the   least   bit   
surprising.

 Take   into   considera-
tion   our   entertainment   and   
our   role   models.   Personally   
I   have   yet   to   encounter   a   
heroine   that   wasn’t   gorgeous.   
Our   role   models   are   women   
and   men   who   exude   beauty   
and   grace   therefore   we   come   
to   see   this   things   as   marks   
for   goodness.   Looks   have   be-
come   a   powerful   agent   in   
so   many   of   our   lives,   this   
causes   one   to   wonder   how   
weak   a   society   will   become   
when   it   bases   so   many   of   
their   opinions   and   notions   
on   external   elements.

    
 Referred   to   as   a   
“horror   trip”   by   most   peo-
ple,   The   Devil   Inside   was   
claimed   to   be   scarier   than   
Paranormal   Activity.   The   
Devil   Inside   was   considered   
a   cult   film   in   its   release   
time.   The   reason   it   is   a   
quality   movie   is   because   it   
is   a   new   kind   of   a   horror   
film.   The   plot   of   the   mov-
ie   focuses   on   a   girl   and   
her   travel   to   Rome   to   free   
a   “beast”   out   of   her   moth-
er’s   body,   but   it   brings   
unintended,   horrific,   and   
shocking   events   from   a   
camcorder   view   that   will   
scare   your   very   soul.   There   
are   a   lot   of   exorcism   mov-
ies   but   this   one   is   defi-
nitely   something   new.   It   
brings   a   lot   of   disgust   to   
the   genre.   In   my   opinion,   
it   will   be   the   scariest   mov-
ie   of   2012.   

 The   movie   is   a   
thrilling   edgy   kind   of   a   
drama   that   puts   this   moth-
er-daughter   relationship   lit-
erally   through   hell.   While   
watching   the   movie,   I   felt   
myself   hanging   on   to   the   
chair   and   having   to   close   
my   eyes   during   the   whole   
movie,   because   it   was   
THAT   scary.   I   saw   peo-

ple   around   me,   some   very   
scared,   some   trying   to   be   
as   brave   as   they   could   be.   
I   even   saw   a   few   girls   
come   out   of   the   movie   
crying;   it   might   have   been   
a   little   too   intensive   I   
thought.   The   movie   is   cur-
rently   showing   at   City   Cin-
ema,   and   though   it   hasn’t   
been   rated   here,   it’s   18+.   
The   movie   features   new   
actors   rather   than   famous   
ones   to   make   it   more   real-
istic.   The   movie   is   shot   as   
a   documentary   about   exor-
cism;   it   features   a   lot   of   
gore   and   intense   imagery.   
I   personally   advise   kids   to   
not   watch   this   movie.

 The   film   was   re-
leased   on   January   1,   and   
was   put   as   the   first   horror   
movie   of   2012.   Though   it   
was   getting   mixed   reviews,   
it   got   good   reviews   at   the   
end.   I   could   define   it   as   
a   pulse-pounding,   heart-
beating,   heavy   breathing   
experience   for   audiences.   I   
think   people   will   be   fright-
ened   but   surprised   by   the   
movie.   The   idea   of   the   
movie   might   be   old,   but   
it’s   surely   told   in   a   differ-
ent   way.   Well,   if   you’re   not   
afraid   and   won’t   run   out,   
you   can   catch   it   at   City   
Cinema.   

Nali Café

Premier League: 
A Two-Horse Race

 
 After decades of failures in 
qualifying for the FIFA World Cup, 
Iraq has finally reached the last 
stage of the qualifiers. Iraq could 
be the latest among those nations 
who overcame the odds by qualify-
ing for the biggest sport event, such 
as Algeria and North Korea, to 
name a few of the latest. 
 The Iraqi national team 
has experienced several ups and 
downs throughout the last decade. 
The most memorable moment was 
Iraq’s triumph at the 2007 Asian 
Cup, defeating three-time win-
ners Saudi Arabia in the final. It 
was an important victory for a 
war-torn nation. The cup win gave 
Iraq a place at the 2009 Confedera-
tions Cup, which they exited at the 
group stages. 
 Despite having a respect-
able status in Asia, Iraq has dis-
appointed when it came to World 
Cup qualifiers, usually exiting be-
fore reaching the final stage. The 
only time the nation had quali-
fied for the World Cup was back in 
1986, which was ironically during 
the Iran-Iraq war. Iraq went out at 
the group stages without winning a 
match, but that year will always be 
remembered for Diego Maradona’s 
heroics for Argentina.
 So after years of heartbreak, 
the 2014 World Cup has come 
as the best chance for Iraq. The 
team’s passage to the final stage of 
the qualifiers has been impressive. 

After beating Yemen 2-0 on ag-
gregate in the second round, Iraq 
was placed in a rather competitive 
group for the third round. It con-
sisted of Jordan, China, and Singa-
pore. After losing 2-0 to Jordan in 
the first match, Iraq went on to win 
all of their five remaining matches, 
and thus finished as Group A win-
ners. Iraq qualified for the next 
round alongside Jordan. What is 
impressive was Iraq’s offensive and 
defensive records. The team scored 
14 goals (which included the 7-1 
thrashing of Singapore) and only 
had four scored against them. Will 
this momentum continue in the 
next stage?
 Coach Zico’s men now face 
the biggest challenge of the World 
Cup qualifiers: the final round. Ten 
Asian teams remain in conten-
tion for a maximum of five spots 

at the World Cup. These ten have 
been split into two groups of five. 
Iraq’s group contains Australia and 
Japan, two of Asia’s biggest teams, 
along with Jordan and Oman. The 
other group consists of South Ko-
rea, Lebanon, Uzbekistan, Qatar, 
and Iran. The first match will be 
played in June. 
 Will the representative of 
a country damaged by decades of 
war and violence finally make it to 
the big stage in Brazil 2014? Will 
Arabs, Kurds, and other groups 
unite and cheer their team on to 
victory? Iraq has finally taken a 
step closer to the World Cup, but 
must overcome formidable oppo-
nents such as Japan and Australia 
to truly set foot in Brazil. We will 
not wait long to see the results of 
Iraq’s revolution under the Brazil-
ian manager Zico. 

Iraq’s Revival: Could they make it to the World Cup?

2012 Summer Olympics in London

 
 Worried about the summer? Wor-
ried about the hot, lonely days of despera-
tion for excitement? No school and no fun? 
Well, worry no more, sports fans. This 2012 
summer promises to be an exciting one 
for all sports fans. The European Football 
Championship and the Summer Olympics 
will both be held this summer. 
 The 2012 Summer Olympics will 
be starting from the 27th of July and will 
end on the 12th of August in London, Eng-
land. It will be the third time that London 
hosts this event, having hosted twice before 
in 1908 and 1948. An estimated 10,500 ath-
letes from 200 nations will be participating. 
The events will not all be held in London 
though. A few of the 34 venues set aside 
for the events are located outside London. 
People with physical disabilities will also 
have the chance to shine in their very own
Paralympics sport. The Paralympics events 
will start two weeks after the Olympics end.
 The Summer Olympics will be at-
tracting more viewers than the European 

Football Championship due to its richer 
history and the fact that it includes all of 
the popular sports of the modern day. Foot-
ball, basketball, tennis, wrestling, and ath-
letics are only a few of the sports that will 
be included in the 2012 Summer Olympics. 
Young men and women will be looking to 
make their nations proud by doing well, 
and maybe even stand proudly at the top 
of the podium, receiving the gold medal 
they’ve longed for. 
 The Olympics, unlike other sport-
ing events, isn’t all about having a medal 
around your neck on your plane back 
home. It is a less competitive event com-
pared to others. Take football, for example. 
In a World Cup match you’ll see 22 men 
playing a game so competitively, you would 
almost think that they’re fighting for their 
lives. In an Olympics match, however, there 
isn’t as much competition due to factors 
like age limit and what’s at stake. Instead, 
athletes look forward to the Olympics in 
a more relaxed manner, while having in 
mind that they should make their nations 
proud.

 Even though it may lack the drama 
and action of what we’re used to watch, the 
2012 Summer Olympics will prove to be a 
fun way to spend our time, and it may also 

provide us with the opportunity to pick 
out young talents who are trying to make a 
breakthrough into the world of stardom.

Sunday, April 1, 2012Sunday, April 1, 2012

The Devil Inside: ReviewThe Effects of Beauty on Society

   
 Are   you   looking   for   
a   western   cafeteria   close   to   
home?   Well,   Nali’s   café   is   your   
solution.   With   a   comfortable   
atmosphere   and   free   wireless   
internet,   you   can   come   here   
to   meet   with   friends,   have   
business   meetings,   catch   up   on   
homework,   or   read   a   book.   

 The   Americano   Coffee   
is   a   personal   favorite   of   mine.   
It’s   a   rich   taste   of   espresso,   
diluted   with   hot   water.   It’s   a   
good   amount   of   caffeine   to   
help   you   stay   awake   for   an   
extra   couple   of   hours.   Priced   
at   3500   Iraqi   Dinars,   it’s   worth   
every   last   dinar.   

 No   doubt   the   café   
doesn’t   have   many   choices   
when   it   comes   to   lunch   how-
ever   their   chicken   sandwich   is   
quite   tasty.   The   melted   cheese   

and   chicken   between   two   
pieces   of   toasted   bread   makes   
for   a   scrumptious   meal.   

 The   soft   music   playing   
in   the   background   makes   it   
suitable   for   friends   to   con-
verse   without   being   overheard   

and   without   being   annoyed   by   
other   guests.   Nali   also   offers   
comfy   couches   to   relax   while   
visiting.   If   you’re   in   the   mood   
for   a   western   styled   coffee   
shop   and   café,   stop   by   Nali’s   
café,   located   in   Sarchinar   be-
side   Maximall.   
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Chahin B. Sorekli

  “Nawroz is the return of the sun, the defeat of the darkness, the 
hope for a better tomorrow in Kurdistan.” 
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I. Sentence Completion:
Underestimating its value, ex-
ercise is an activity few people 
practice.

(A) Exercise is practiced by few 
people because of their underes-
timating its value.
(B) Underestimating its value, 
exercise is practiced by few peo-
ple. 
(C) Few people exercise because 
they underestimate its value.
(D) Few people, underestimating 
the value of exercise, and practic-
ing it. 
(E) An exercise is practiced by 
few people underestimating its 
value.

Explanation:
The problem with this sentence 
is that the opening phrase “un-
derestimating its value” modi-

fies “exercise” not “people.” And 
also all the other options besides 
choice (C) are either gram-
matically incorrect or altogether 
wrong.

II. Most Commonly Confused 
Words:
- Imply – to suggest indirectly. 
For example: The reporter im-
plied in her article that an em-
ployee had started the fire.

- Infer – to draw a conclusion.
For example: I inferred from 
the article that the police have a 
suspect.

III. Vocabulary of the Month:
Bibliomania: 
Definition: texcessive fondness 
for acquiring and possessing 
books.
Example: Bibliomania can be an 
obsessive–compulsive disorder.

Learning English with Awat

Recommended Books of the Month 
1. A Modern History of the Kurds by I. B. Tauris
2. A Thousand Sighs, a Thousand Revolts by Christiane Bird
3. The Kurds: Nationalism and Politics by Faleh A. Jabar
4. The Kurds of Iraq by Michiel Hegener
5. The Sharafnmana by Sharaf Khany Badlis

Answer: Choice (C) is correct.
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Quote of the Month

Jumping over the Nawroz fire.
Photograph by Arsh Latif 
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Sudoku puzzle

Source: http://www.sudokucollection.com


