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Defective Educational System in Kurdistan

 Education    is    a    critical    part    
of    any    society.    Education    raises    
up    a    nation’s    society;    it    is    in    
a    way    a    big    part    of    what    de-
fines     a country    and    its    people.    
After    all,    what    is    education?    It    
is    cultivating    the    minds    of    a    
population,    it    is    the    process    of    
training    people    how    to    obtain    
knowledge    and    make    use    of    it.    
It    is    the    shaping    and    structuring    
of    thought    patterns.    As    much    as    
education    itself    is    significant,    so    
is    the    approach    to    education.

 In    Iraqi    Kurdistan,    our    
educational    system    is    based    on    
a    structure    built    off    of    memo-
rization.    Students    memorize    what    
is    in    their    books    and    the    notes    
their    teachers    provide    with    very    
little    regard    to    actually    under-
standing    the    material.    Their    aim    
is    to    pass    and    get    a    diploma    
so    that    they    will    be    employed    
in    the    future.    Very    few    students    
bother    to    take    both    the    op-
portunity    and    privilege    of    having    
an    education    to    learn    anything    
and    use    it    to    help    them    de-
velop    into    more    rational    and    in-
tellectual    human    beings    –    which    
serves    as    both    a    benefit    to    
themselves    and    their    community.

 A    perfect    example    of    our    
defective    educational    system    is    

very    clearly    presented    in    stu-
dent’s    last    year    of    high    school,    
the    year    the    Kurdish    majority    
piously    believes    is    the    year    that    
determines    a    person’s    entire    fate    
and    future.    During    this    year,    
students    must    endure    an    endless    
daily    procedure    of    memorizing    
facts    and    answers    to    questions    
that    have    come    back    on    previ-
ous    national    exams.    At    the    end    
of    this    year,    students    take    the    
“Bacalorie,”    an    exam    that    basi-
cally    tests    their    ability    to    mem-
orize    as    much    as    they    can    in    
one    year.    There    you    go    folks.    
Students    are    brought    up    and    
taught    to    believe    the    only    year    
of    education    that    is    relevant    to    
their    lives    is    their    senior    year    
in    high    school,    where    all    they    
have    to    do    is    cram,    cram,    and    
cram    some    more!

 Where    is    the    room    for    
creativity    and    individual    thought    
in    such    an    environment?    Where    
are    students    taught    to    question,    
think,    and    judge    for    themselves?    
Even    when    it    comes    to    answer-
ing    essay    questions    on    exams,    
students    memorize    what    they    are    
going    to    write.    Thinking    capac-
ity    in    our    educational    ways    is    
so    limited;    students    are    almost    
incompetent    when    it    comes    to    
writing    their    own    independent    
papers.

 It    is    a    common    belief    that    
old    habits    die    hard,    and    once    
students    take    on    and    adapt    to    

memorization    as    a    way    to    get    
by    in    school,    this    habit    carries    
on    when    they    enter    university    
as    well.    It    becomes    a    routine,    
a    student’s    way    of    life.    If    you    
want    to    live    as    a    happy    suc-
cessful    person    with    a    decent    po-
sition,    you    better    know    how    to    
memorize    and    you    better    know    
how    to    memorize    well.

 Who    is    to    blame    for    
the    way    our    educational    system    
runs?    Are    we    to    blame    the    
students?    Is    it    their    fault    that    
they    care    not    for    the    material    
that    is    given    to    them?    Or    do    
we    blame    the    teachers?    Are    they    
ignorant    to    the    detriment    their    
teaching    ways    has    on    the    minds    
of    their    students?

 I    believe    it    is    not    fair    to    
blame    either    students    or    teachers    
entirely,    though    they    both    play    
a    part    in    this    tragedy.    More    
so,    I    believe    it    is    the    insti-
tutions    that    are    to    blame    for    
the    deficiency    of    Kurdistan’s    ap-
proach    to    education.    Nobody    is    
oblivious    to    the    situation,    though    
seldom    anybody    bothers    to    ad-
dress    it    or    set    forth    the    idea    
of    reforming    the    system.    It    is    
true    that    such    a    huge    leap    in    
ways    will    not    occur    over    night,    
but    it    is    necessary    for    steps    to    
be    taken.    In    the    end,    education    
is    what    determines    the    fate    of    
our    people    and    our    community,    
so    why    not    work    harder    to    
improve    it?



 Nature is the great leveler of so-
ciety; we are all equal in Nature’s eyes.  
It surrounds us and unites us, affecting 
everyone evenly. We are linked in health 
and spirit to our environment.  To cel-
ebrate this connection, on April 20th, 
2012 Iraq’s first environmentally themed 
festival will occur in Sulymaniya, coin-
ciding with Earth Day 2012 weekend.

 The Green  Music and Arts Fes-
tival will  celebrate the beauty of Kurdis-
tan’s environment through various forms 
of art.  Photographs and artwork will be 
displayed comprising Kurdistan’s stun-
ning backyard; live music will be played; 
documentaries will be shown; dances 
will be danced; and drama will be appre-
ciated.  An environmental thread laced 
throughout the performances will pro-
mote understanding about the natural 
beauty that surrounds us.
 
 A festival is an exciting amalgam 

of simultaneously occurring entertain-
ment.  The audience can choose where to 
put their attention at any one given time.  
During the Green Festival, acts will per-
form on the main stage drawing most of 
the audience’s attention. International 
and local musicians will perform songs, 
both popular and traditional.  Theater 
groups will perform short skits and po-
ets will read their poetry.  Though the 
main stage will be the central attraction, 
tents will also be pitched around the 
venue housing organizations and their 
environmental missions.  Photogra-
phers, painters, and sculptors both from 
abroad and from the region will display 
their works of art.  Attendees are free to 
wander throughout the venue during the 
five-hour festival, appreciating the sun-
dry sights and sounds, and hopefully 
learning something new about the envi-
ronment.
 
 In the weeks leading up to the 
festival, musicians will perform in the 
streets to promote environmental aware-
ness in addition to promoting the festival 

itself.  The initial performance was held 
on November 28th 2011 across the street 
from the Palace Hotel in Sulymaniya, 
Iraq.  More performances will occur as 
the weather permits.  Also, children’s 
art workshops will be held to encour-
age children’s participation in the event.  

Their artwork will be displayed through-
out the venue for the audience to enjoy.
 The festival will be a public event, 
open to all interested in attending.  More 
information will be advertised as the 
event draws closer.  We hope to see you 
there!

    
 The   meaning   of   life   
changes   from   ones   perspec-
tive   to   another,   but   people   
generally   have   the   same   
aim;   which   is   achieving   
their   goals.   You   set   your   
goals   based   on   the   dis-
tance   between   you   and   the   
goal.   You   don’t   want   to   
take   a   shot   when   you   are   
too   far   from   hitting   the   
target.   This   is   very   similar   
to   what   happens   in   sports   
which   most   of   us   watch   
but   don’t   usually   get   the   
purpose   behind   it.
 Think   for   a   second   
and   remember   all   those   
people   who   have   stood   
as   a   barrier   between   and   
your   dreams.   It   is   hard   to   
get   to   your   goals   with   no   
obstacles.   People   generally   
give   up   in   the   middle   of   
the   road   in   fear   of   those   
obstacles,   but   you   should   
always   remember   that   ob-
stacles   exist   only   to   make   
you   work   harder.   Those   
people   who   hurt   you,   are   
the   reason   behind   your   
strength   and   mostly   mak-
ing   you   wiser.   I   always   re-
late   life   to   sports.   I   don’t   
just   play   sport   because   I   
like   it,   I   play   sports   to   
learn   how   to   be   tough,   

strong,   and   fight   for   the   
things   that   I   have   in   my   
life.   For   me   life   is   nothing   
different   from   a   basketball   
game.
 When   you   want   to   
make   a   shot,   you   find   at   
least   one   person   who   is   
trying   to   stop   you   from   
making   the   shot.   Strong   
players   would   stand   still   
face   the   defender   and   make   
the   shot.   This   is   what   we   
see   in   our   daily   life.   No   
matter   how   unfair   it   might   
sound   to   you,   but   there   
will   be   someone   discour-
aging   you   to   get   to   your   
dream.
 In   basketball   when   
you   get   a   free   throw   shot   
for   a   foul   made   against   

you,   it   will   be   only   you   
and   the   basket.   Everyone   
else   (obstacles)   are   waiting   
for   you   to   miss   the   shot.   
You   get   these   chances   once   
or   twice   in   a   game.   It   
is   the   same   way   in   life.   
My   advice   as   a   basketball   
player   is   have   confidence   
in   what   you   are   doing   and   
never   give   up   or   let   go   of   
what’s   yours,   because   once   
it’s   gone,   things   will   never   
be   the   same   again.   When   
you   put   an   idea   on   your   
mind,   then   go   ahead   and   
get   without   letting   anything   
or   anyone   stop   you.   Life   
is   about   taking   chances,   
risk   what   you   have   to   get   
something   better   instead.
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Life is a basketball gameAgribusiness and the Importance 
of Business in Agriculture

  
 Few days ago, I took 
one of my family members to 
a public hospital. What was 
interesting, and frustrating 
at the same time, is how the 
healthcare system works 
here. First, in order to enter 
that hospital, another doctor 
from a smaller local clinic 
must check you. Neverthe-
less, due to the unavailability 
of treatment at that small 
clinic, you will be transferred 
to a bigger hospital. Many, 
including me, believe that 
these small clinics are use-
less. It is also a waste of re-
sources to have them, be-
cause the main hospitals, or 
the more specialized ones, 
are always the aim for many 
patients, unless the quality of 
these local clinics is im-
proved.
 The story does not 
end here, once you get access 
to these big hospitals, there 
are long lines waiting for you. 
Imagine being sick and wait-
ing in a long line. Yet this is 
not the worse part. It is when 
the clerk calls upon ten pa-
tients—in an unprofessional 
tone—every ten minutes. If 
you do a simple math, you 
will realize that each patient 

spends one minute with his/
her doctor. Further, in these 
hospitals, there are lines of 
patients to pay fees, lines for 
waiting for their turns for 
checkups, X-Ray booths and 
blood tests rooms. 
 Now, the quality of 
treatment is also in ques-
tion. Once, I felt my health 
was compromised while I 
was waiting in these lines. I 
prayed for those elderly pa-
tients and their companions 
who were waiting just like 
me in small-congested wait-
ing rooms. Sometimes they 
are waiting for a doctor who 
arrives late.
 It is not impossible to 
change this. It might be a bit 
of hard work and spending, 
but it is surely worth doing 
it. A simple solution might 
start with utilizing informa-
tion systems to organize the 
workflow in hospitals, reduc-
ing lines, monitoring doc-
tors, eliminating paper work, 
and a bunch of other bureau-
cratic aspects that are filling 
hospitals in this country.
 It is important to 
mention that there are tal-
ents in this country who 
can solve such problems and 
much tougher ones, without 
spending millions on consul-
tancy and outsourcing these 
problems.

What you see in 60 minutes, 
at a Kurdish hospital!

Iraq’s First Environmental Arts Festival
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 University   lives   are   catego-
rized   into   fields   of   study,   majors,   
and   they   have   grown   very   diverse   
in   the   21st   century.   Most      students      
in   the   Middle   East,   however,   still   
do   not   deviate   from   the   stereotypi-
cal   must-become-a-doctor   gimmick   
which   parents   often   force   upon   
them.   The   same   goes   for   becoming   
a   lawyer   or   an   engineer.   Paradoxi-
cally,   there   are   people   who   take   it   
upon   themselves   to   go   into   majors   
usually   unheard   of   in   posh   situa-
tions.   Such   fields   of   study   include   
Fine   Arts,   History,   Geology…   and   
Agribusiness.

 What   is   Agribusiness?   West-
erners   would   give   it   detailed   defi-
nitions,   whereas   Middle   Easterners   
would   just   say   “Business   in   Agricul-
ture.”   Actually,   neither   view   is   accu-
rate,   as   the   former   would   be   over-
rating   and   latter   underrating.

 Agribusiness   is   the   field   of   
study   where   people   are   exposed   to   
plants,   in   which   the   ultimate   goal   
resulting   from   related   interaction   is   
to   benefit   both   man   and   environ-
ment   simultaneously.   How?   Agribusi-
ness   deals   in   the   Chemistry,   Biology,   
Business,   Economics,   and   Agriculture   
of   food,   and   freshly   graduated   col-
lege   students   are   often   recruited   to   

work   in   the   Middle   East   when   it   
comes   to   Agribusiness.

 Of   the   five   domains   which   
make   up   Agribusiness,   the   most   im-
portant   two   are   Business   and   Eco-
nomics   because   businessmen   ensure   
exchange   of   goods   and   economists   
place   the   rules   for   those   exchanges.   
This   fact   applies   most   when   con-
cerning   the   food   industry   of   the   
Middle   East   because   everyone   living   
in   the   Middle   East   is   very   fond   
of   food   one   way   or   the   other.   The   
proof   is   a   traditional   Saudi   Arabian   
dinner   in   any   Saudi   Arabian   home,   
where   food   is   spread   out   across   a   
table   in   tens   of   kilograms.   The   food   
is   too   much   to   be   finished   in   one   
night;   and   not   eating   what   is   of-
fered   to   you   is   considered   a   direct   
insult   in   Middle   Eastern   cultures.

 Agribusiness   takes   advantage   
of   the   delight   Middle   Easterners   
have   for   food   by   focusing   its   prac-
tices   and   theories   on   two   issues,   
food   production   and   food   security.   
Food   production   is   making   sure   
that   countries   and   regions   grow   dif-
ferent   kinds   of   foods   in   the   aim   
of   diversifying   the   human   diet   as   
much   as   possible.   The   Middle   East   
faces   problems   in   food   production.   
How?   Most   Middle   Eastern   coun-
tries   are   importers,   relying   on   for-
eign   exchange   to   make   up   for   their   
inadequacy   in   producing   their   own   
food   to   feed   their   own   people.   This   

is   in   addition   to   the   lack   of   proper   
equipment   and   experienced   labor   
which   is   needed   to   prevent   that   
inadequacy   from   aggregating.
 Agribusiness   also   relates   to   
food   security,   which   is   the   preven-
tion   of   the   state   of   famine   in   a   
certain   country.   Food   security   in   
the   region   is   always   a   serious   issue   
because   the   distribution   of   food   in   
Middle   Eastern   countries   is   unbal-
anced.   Let’s   translate   this   into   math-
ematical   terms   to   make   things   easier   
to   understand.   Depending   on   which   
country   in   the   Middle   East   we   
are   talking   about,   the   mean   of   the   
food   ranges   from   low   to   medium.   
However,   the   standard   deviation   of   
food   is   extremely   high.   Thus,   even   
if   lots   of   food   should   be   available   
to   a   certain   population,   it   would   be   
concentrated   in   the   hands   of   few,   
no   doubt   the   wealthy   and   politically   
influential.

 The   last   serious   threat   to   
Agribusiness   and   its   followers   is   the   
climate   change   resulting   from   Global   
Warming.   Sooner   or   later,   tem-
peratures   will   rise,   and   when   they   
rise   1-2   degrees   Celsius   the   Mid-
dle   East’s   crop   production   will   take   
a   devastating   blow.   Yields   will   de-
crease   drastically,   and   so   the   Mid-
dle   East   will   lose   whatever   food   
security   it   has   left,   and   famine   will   
spread   across   the   region.   The   first   
two   problems’   impacts   can   be   re-
duced   through   heavy   investment   and   

research   in   the   field   of   Biochemistry.   
Examples   include   the   production   and   
marketing   of   genetically-engineered   
seeds   which   produce   more   food   
without   occupying   more   land.

 In   a   few   years’   time,   the   cli-
mate   will   have   taken   its   toll   on   the   
Earth’s   biosphere,   drastically   reducing   
crop   protection   from   rays   and   light   
waves   which   penetrate   the   Earth’s   
ozone   layers.   When   that   happens,   
the   environment   takes   a   beating,   
one   which   will   continue   to   increase   
in   violence   over   the   years   and   ul-
timately   reduce   the   portion   of   food   
allocated   per   person.   Here   lies   the   
importance   of   Agribusiness.   With   the   
global   population   not   planning   to   
decline   in   the   next   few   decades,   the   
world   will   be   forced   to   invest   in   
this   domain   to   prevent   food   short-
ages   and   maintain   the   livelihoods   of   
the   general   population.

 Personally,   as   an   Agribusi-
nessman-in-training,   I   find   that   the   
Middle   East   is   both   underdeveloped   
and   unwilling   to   contribute   to   Ag-
ribusiness   studies   because   there   is   
no   awareness   of   direct   future   con-
sequences.   To   improve   in   this   field,   
it   would   be   wise   for   governments   
to   invest   heavily   in   improving   envi-
ronmental   quality.   Also,   the   use   of   
machines   to   reduce   labor   costs   and   
increase   productivity   is   also   prudent.
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“Last Year I was EMO, what am 
I going to be this year?”
 This question is what 
keeps the subconscious of a 
young person busy throughout 
the day.
 All she has to do is to 
wait for next summer’s wave of 
video clips to adopt this Year’s 
popular style. A freakish hair-
style, weird clothing, maybe a 
couple of bracelets and neck-
laces, a tattoo and a piercing 
are the distinctive marks of any 
new style.
 Names may vary but the 
goal behind getting a style is 
the same; to be cool and popu-
lar in a “bizarre” way without 
knowing any deep dimension 
of the style s/he is imitating, the 
blindfolded youth ride the up-
coming wave just to be accepted 
by her/his fellow friends.

 A style that might have 
unrevea led-to-the-teenager 
dark-sides can easily effect their 
present and possibly the future, 
unrevealed sides that are mostly 
not accepted socially and reli-
giously may broadcast sublimi-
nal messages that encourage 
ugly things like solitude, rage, 
hate and even in some cases 
suicide and death which are 
stimulated by extreme musical 
styles including Hip Hop, Rap 
and Rock that use lyrics which 
focus the latent energy which 
lies inside a person’s mind to-
wards unwilling goals such as 
Violence, Desires, Vendetta and 
Isolationism.
 Well! At some point, 
someone has to show those 
people the correct path of being 
“popular”.
 Being mysterious, outra-
geous and violent are obviously 
and certainly not the proper 
ways to be socially accepted 

therefore there are more civi-
lized and proper ways of being 
cool and socially recognized 
person such as fair education, 
general knowledge, well man-
ners, positivity and such things.
 That does not mean ne-
glecting music, at the contrary 
knowing different music styles 
and considering a fair amount 
of musical information is one 
of the main pillars of a civilized 
knowledge. 
 After all deep inside each 
and every person’s mind there is 
this realization that occur every 
now and then which makes her/
him wonder “am I doing the 
right thing?” all s/he has to do 
then is to take a well considera-
tion of what an English Rheto-
rician (Mary Astell) Once Said:
“Ignorance and a narrow educa-
tion lay the foundation of vice, 
and imitation and custom rear 
it up”.

Waiting For This Year’s Wave

 
 It’s not a secret that in the 
Middle Eastern societies you can 
notice that sexual desires are be-
ing suppressed. Religion, Tradi-
tions and other reasons made it 
really difficult to talk about sex 
as it considered forbidden and 
shameful unless the people in-
volved are religiously and legally 
married, whenever people talk 
about sex, they feel worried and 
scared as they are not used to talk 
about that out loud.
 Teenagers and even most 
young adults have no clue about 
sex because parents think it’s early 
for them to know about it and that 
they should know about it when 
they get married. So all what most 
people know is what they read 
during their different stages of ed-
ucation which is basically having 
sex will lead to having a baby.
 The absence of knowledge 
about sex created lots of problems 
for most people in the society re-
gardless of their ages and genders 
including the obsession with sex.
 One of the most reasons 
why internet is used widely is to 
check porn websites especially in 
those societies that suffer from 
suppressed sexual desires.
 You can notice that girls 
are scared to talk or even think 
about someone sexually. Guys 
most of the times look at girls as 
sex tools. Whenever a girl passes 
by, they check her out as she is an 
object which is a reason why girls 

and boys rarely have a healthy 
friendship; a friendship in which 
neither one of them feels the need 
of thinking sexually about the 
other person.
 Sex is being abused in 
many things in life; it is being used 
to attract people to buy products, 
to get more views for a video clip 
and to advertise for a movie. I 
honestly can’t remember when 
was the last time that I watched a 
movie that didn’t contain sexual 
scenes; it will contain at least a re-
ally passionate kiss!
 We are in desperate need 
of changing these mistaken con-
cepts, we should be able to talk 
about sex as a subject just like 
any other thing that we talk about 
with whomever we want in a 
healthy way instead of thinking 
and talking about it with a certain 
group of people in a way that de-
scribes it as a temporary madness 
that needs to be done with in any 

possible way and with any avail-
able person.
 Parents should realize 
that it’s time to get rid of the old 
and restricting thoughts. Sex is a 
normal thing and it’s a part of the 
human nature that children at a 
certain age should know about by 
introducing it gradually to their 
children so that they don’t make 
mistakes when they reach the 
point in which they don’t know 
how to act and deal with their de-
sires.
 We as young adults should 
treat the opposite sex with more 
respect. We should know that 
those people are so much more 
than their sexual organs! They 
are actual human beings with the 
whole package. It’s also important 
to know that sex is not a cheap 
thing; it’s a very intimate thing 
that feelings are involved in, it’s a 
way to express your feelings to a 
certain special person.

   
 This   month,   I   have   prepared   
an   article   about   a   special   club   at   the   
American   University   of   Iraq-Sulaimani.   
This   is   not   just   any   club   though;   this   
is   the   AUIS   Model   United   Nations.
   
 To   many   citizens   in   the   Kurd-
istan   Region   and   Iraq   as   a   whole,   
extracurricular   activities   have   not   had   
the   attraction   that   appeals   to   many   
students   in   the   west   when   choosing   
a   university.   In   most   universities   in   
Kurdistan,   you   go   to   class,   hang   out   
with   your   friends   for   a   little,   and   go   
home.   This   is   a   simple   Kurdish   Uni-
versity,   in   a   nutshell.   However;   with   
the   development   of   several   private   
universities   in   the   Kurdistan   Region,   

many   new   programs   have   been   pro-
vided   for   students.   Students   are   be-
ginning   to   realize   that   the   classroom   
cannot   teach   you   all   that   is   needed.

 At   the   American   University   of   
Iraq-Sulaimani   there   are   several   clubs,   
societies   and   sports   activities   that   stu-
dents   can   take   part   of.   An   American   
style   liberal   education   not   only   brings   
in   an   intensive   academic   curriculum   
but   also   the   external   activities   that   
are   attached   to   it.   All   of   this   widens   
the   gap   for   students   to   think   for   
themselves,   ask   why,   and   begin   to   
establish   new   initiatives   in   the   univer-
sity.

 AUISMUN   is   a   student   found-
ed,   student   led,   official   club,   at   the   
American   University   of   Iraq-Sulaimani.   
With   the   assistance   of   AUIS   student   
advisors,   AUISMUN   has   been   able   

to   gather   a   fruitful   number   of   smart   
and   interested   AUIS   students,   prepare   
them   in   AUISMUN   meetings,   and   
have   the   honor   of   being   invited   to   
the   National   Model   United   Nations   
conference   in   New   York.   

 The   technical   definition   of   
Model   United   Nations   is   as   follows,   
‘’   Model   United   Nations   (also   Model   
UN   or   MUN)   is   an   academic   simula-
tion   of   the   United   Nations   that   aims   
to   educate   participants   about   current   
events,   topics   in   international   relations,   
diplomacy   and   the   United   Nations   
agenda   (Wikipedia).’’   

 AUISMUN   students   will   act   as   
delegates   or   representatives   of   their   
chosen   country,   Malta   in   this   case,   
and   speak   as   an   ambassador   of   that   
country   to   the   UN.   In   a   number   of   
councils   and   on   a   series   of   issues,   

AUISMUN   delegates   will   put   them-
selves   in   the   shoes   of   the   Maltese   
ambassador   to   the   United   Nations   
during   the   duration   of   the   confer-
ence.   This   may   be   a   challenge   to   
AUIS   students   but   will   teach   them   
a   variety   of   skills.   Namely,   student   
will   learn   the   art   of   diplomacy,   social   
skills,   debating,   problem-solving   skills,   
and   exposure   to   international   relations,   
conflict   resolution,   research   skills   and   
many   more.   

 My   hope   is   that   university   stu-
dents,   both   at   the   American   Univer-
sity   of   Iraq-Sulaimani   and   at   other   
universities   in   the   Kurdistan   Region,   
understand   the   importance   of   extracur-
ricular   activities.   Theory   may   be   best   
acquired   academically   in   the   classroom   
but   experience   is   only   learned   through   
programs   such   as   AUISMUN.

What is AUISMUN?
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“Love is just a word until some-
one comes along and gives it 
meaning.”
 
This is a quote that I read the 
other day online, I never knew 
who said it but what I know is 
that I really liked it and I have to 
say that I agree with it, Love will 
have the best meaning when the 
right person comes into your 
life and messes up with your 
balance and make you exposed 
and vulnerable.
 
But what if that person came 
and did all the previous things 
but you couldn’t have that per-
son? You could see her/him 
every day and talk, laugh and 
have fun with her/him which 
will make you love her/him 
even more but still, you can’t 
have her/him!
 
You prefer to keep your feelings 
for yourself because you are 
afraid of her/his reaction and 
you rather keep being friends 
with her/him than to risk los-
ing her/him and not having 
her/him in your life anymore. 
Besides, who have the courage 
to tell the best friend that you 
spent lots of years with that you 
love her/him especially when s/
he is in love with someone else? 
It’s even harder when you love 
someone who is the same sex as 
you are; even the idea of telling 
her/him that you love her/him 
is terrifying. 
 
You end up with staying in love 
with someone that you’ll prob-
ably never have especially that 
you don’t have the courage to 
tell her/him. All you do is pre-
tend; pretend that you only like 

her/him as a friend. Pretend 
that you are having fun with 
her/him when you are together 
when inside you are struggling 
to hide your desire and great 
love for her/him. Pretend that 
you are happy when s/he likes 
a person because that’s what 
friends do when in fact you are 
dying inside and just want to 
cry. And the moment you leave 
her/him, you miss her/him. 
You try to think of any excuse 
no matter how foolish it might 
sound just to call her/him and 
hear her/his voice.
 
You’ll go through times when 
you act strong. When you say 
“that’s it, I had enough” you 
promise yourself that you’ll 
love yourself more, you promise 
yourself that you won’t get an-
noyed when s/he doesn’t answer 
your messages or phone calls 
and you decide that you won’t 
answer when s/he calls to show 
her/him that you are strong 
enough. But the moment her/
his name appears on your cell 
phone, you smile like a child 
and become happy, your heart 
starts beating faster, your palms 
sweat and your body becomes 
cold; thinking “what should 
I do?” trying to stop yourself 
from answering but then you 
end up failing yourself in the 
sake of talking to her/him and 
hear her/his voice.
 
This drama will last forever, 
and you’ll go through lots of 
moments in which you try to 
end this mess. But you’ll often 
change your mind whenever s/
he does something sweet or say 
something romantic. You can’t 
get the blame for being like that 
coz in order to move on; you 
need to have a closer. How can 
you get a closer for something 
that hasn’t even started?!

Forbidden LoveSexual Obsession
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 The   28th   African   
Cup   of   Nations   has   started   
and   has   given   us   some   
shock   results   in   the   group   
stages.   Most   of   the   quar-
ter-finalists   have   already   
been   decided   and   will   be   
completely   decided   on   Feb-
ruary   1st.   Among   those   
who   progressed   to   the   fi-
nal   eight   are   the   co-hosts   
Gabon   and   Equatorial   
Guinea,   who   have   im-
pressed   in   their   respective   
groups.

 Group   A   saw   one   
of   the   biggest   surprises,   
as   one   of   the   pre-tourna-
ment   favorites   Senegal   lost   
all   three   of   their   matches   
and   thus   headed   out   of   
the   competition   in   hu-
miliating   fashion.   Zambia   
emerged   as   group   winners   
with   seven   points,   only   
one   point   ahead   of   second   
place   Equatorial   Guinea.   
Another   highlight   of   this   
group’s   matches   was   Libya’s   
first   victory   in   the   tourna-
ment   in   30   years,   which   
was   a   2-1   win   over   Sen-
egal.   However,   the   North   
Africans   still   bowed   out   of   
the   Cup   as   they   finished   
third   in   Group   A.

 Tournament   favorites   
Ivory   Coast   topped   Group   
B   after   winning   all   three   

group   matches.   The   star-
studded   Ivorians   also   man-
aged   to   score   five   goals   
without   reply.   Perhaps   the   
only   surprise   of   this   group   
was   that   Sudan   finished   
second   ahead   of   a   more   
favored   Angola,   all   due   
to   goal   difference.   Burkina   
Faso   ended   up   at   fourth   
and   last   place.

 Group   C   had   al-
ready   been   decided   after   
two   matches,   as   Gabon   
and   Tunisia   qualified   with   
a   game   in   hand   (six   points   
each),   meaning   the   other   
two   teams,   Niger   and   Mo-
rocco,   are   eliminated   no   
matter   what   the   result   of   
their   third   match.

 One   game   remains   
in   Group   D   with   other   
tournament   favorites   Ghana   
on   course   to   progressing   
to   the   quarter   final,   hav-
ing   won   both   their   two   
opening   matches   and   sim-
ply   need   a   draw   against   
Guinea   in   the   final   group   
match.   The   most   notable   
clash   in   this   group   was   
Guinea’s   6-1   demolition   of   
Botswana,   which   was   the   
biggest   winning   margin   in   
the   African   Nations   Cup   
since   1960.

 Expect   to   witness   
more   surprises   in   the   
quarter   finals   when   they   
take   place   on   February   4   
and   5!
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 Why   the   Whales   Came,   
published   in   1985,   is   a   book   
for   people   who   like   good   sto-
rytelling   and   captivating   plots.   It   
is   the   sort   of   book   you   can   
completely   lose   yourself   to,   the   
sort   that   will   make   you   think   
and   wonder   throughout,   and   
that   will   leave   you   pondering   
even   after   the   ending.   With   it’s   
fascinating   way   of   mixing   the   
real   and   unreal,   facts   and   su-
perstition,   and   history   and   myth   
while   still   keeping   it   all   bound   
tightly   together,   it   is   a   must-
read   for   people   of   all   ages!   
Michael   Morpurgo,   the   author,   
is   well   known   for   his   unique   
style   of   writing,   which   has   giv-
en   him   the   title   of   “Master   
Storyteller.”   He   has   written   many   
more   books,   of   which   a   few   
have   been   adapted   for   stage   and   
screen,   and   many   have   earned   
awards.   Why   the   Whales   Came   
was   also   filmed   as   a   movie   in   
1989   under   the   title   When   the   
Whales   Came.

 The   story   is   set   in   Bry-
her,   one   of   the   Isles   of   Scilly.   
We   follow   two   children,   Dan-
iel   and   Gracie,   on   their   search   
for   a   place   to   sail   their   boats   
in   peace.   Their   search   leads   
them   to   waters   close   by   the   
cottage   of   an   old   man   notori-
ously   known   as   the   Birdman,   
whom   their   parents   have   strictly   
warned   them   against   approach-

ing.   But   the   Birdman   is   not   
what   he   is   made   out   to   be,   
and   he   repeatedly   warns   them   
to   stay   off   the   Island   of   Sam-
son,   claiming   it   to   be   cursed.   
But   is   Samson   really   cursed?   
And   what   is   the   Birdman’s   se-
cret?   The   answers   are   not   as   
straightforward   as   they   might   
seem.

 The   book   certainly   has   
a   unique   style   to   it,   and   the   
writing   is   fantastic   at   building   
up   the   atmosphere   in   certain   
scenes.   You   can   easily   picture   
the   areas   and   people   in   the   
book   and   feel   what   the   different   
characters   are   feeling   through-
out.   The   writing   is   so   engaging   
that   you   never   feel   bored,   and   
every   part   of   it   is   meaningful   
so   that   nothing   feels   like   it   
could’ve   been   cut   out.   All   of   it   
is   woven   so   seamlessly   together   
that   the   transitions   from   one   
scene   to   another   feel   very   natu-
ral.   The   writing   stays   consistent   
throughout,   and   the   plot   is   so   
well   tailored   that   it   is   sure   to   
keep   you   on   your   toes   as   you   
read.

 The   book   introduces   us   
to   a   small   number   of   main   
character   and   secondary   charac-
ters,   but   the   overall   main   fo-
cus   is   on   Gracie   and   Daniel,   
especially   Gracie,   who   is   the   
story’s   true   main   character   and   
through   whom   the   story   is   told,   
with   Daniel   acting   more   as   a   
second   main   character.   Each   
character   has   their   own   quirks   

and   backgrounds   to   them   and   
is   interesting   to   read   and   learn   
about.   They   are   engaging,   and   
they   stay   consistent   and   in-
character   throughout   the   whole   
story.   Each   and   every   one   of   
them   fit   the   story’s   style   and   
atmosphere   to   a   T,   so   that   you   
never   feel   like   they   are   acting   
contrary   to   what   is   happening   
or   to   themselves.

 All   in   all   it   is   an   ab-
solutely   great   book,   gripping   
from   beginning   to   end.   It   is   
a   book   that   is   sure   to   satisfy   
both   young   and   old,   with   it’s   
suspenseful   story   and   engag-
ing   characters.   Why   the   Whales   
Came   will   leave   you   pondering   
even   after   the   last   page,   and   
it’s   story   is   one   you’re   sure   
to   remember   for   a   long   while.   
I   simply   cannot   recommend   it   
enough   times:   if   you   want   a   
book   that’s   sure   not   to   disap-
point   and   that   you   can   share   
with   young   and   old   alike,   then   
this   is   the   book   for   you!   

 
 Do   you   ever      see   
something   online   and   say   
“aww,   I   wish   I   could   get   
that”?   Well   now   you   can.   
The   new   service   “Bombeene”   
offers   delivery   from   any-
where   in   the   world   to   the   
three   major   cities   in   Kurd-
istan.   This   is   perfect   if   
you   want   to   give   a   gift   
and   surprise   a   special   
someone;   you   can   even   
use   it   to   splurge   for   your-
self!

 The   steps   are   sim-
ple.   First,   you   buy   the   
prepaid   Boombeene   card,   
(in   Sulaimany,   it   can   be   
found   on   the   2nd   floor   
of   Rand   Gallery.   For   other   
cities   refer   to   boombeene.
com).   Second,   you   create   
an   account   on   bombeene.
com   and   enter   your   pre-
paid   card   number.   Third,   
you   find   the   item   you   
wish   to   purchase   and   copy   
its   URL   address   into   the   
Boombeene   website.

 Once   you’ve   placed   
the   order,   allow   about   2   
weeks   for   the   item   to   get   
to   your   city.      You   will   be   
given   an   order   number   so   
you   can   look   up   the   status   
of   your   item.

 There   are   a   few   
downsides   to   Boombeene   
though.   There   is   a   list   of   
prohibited   items,   such   as   
perfumes   and   Apple   prod-
ucts,   and   they   don’t   answer   
e-mails   promptly.   Best   way   
to   contact   their   customer   
service   is   to   call   or   Face-
book   the   company.   Their   
shipping   rate   is   (said   to   
be)   8   dollars   per   pound,   
which   is   close   to   about   18   
dollars   per   kilogram.

 So   next   time   you   see   
the   latest   product   on   the   
internet,   don’t   wait   around   
until   it   gets   to   local   stores.   
Grab   a   Boombeene   prepaid   
card   and   be   the   first   of   
your   friends   to   own   it.

Burger Fuel new in Sulaimany

The Battle for the African Throne

 Sunday,   January   29   saw   
the   Australian   Open   men’s   fi-
nal   where   world   number   one   
Novak   Djokovic   played   against   
close   rival   and   world   number   
two   Rafael   Nadal.   This   meet-
ing   was   the   third   consecutive   
grand   slam   final   between   Na-
dal   and   Djokovic.   The   men’s   
final   was   attended   by   15,000   
fans   who   stayed   till   the   end   
of   the   game.   The   clash   started   
out   in   favour   of   Rafael   Na-
dal   when   he   won   the   
first   set   7-5.   Djoko-
vic   fought   back   and   
won   both   the   second   
(6-4)   and   third   set   
(6-2).   At   this   point,   
Djokovic   was   only   a   
set   away   from   win-
ning   his   third   Aus-
tralian   Open   title   and   
also   his   third   straight   
grand   slam   final   win   
over   Rafael   Nadal.   
Half   way   through   the   
fourth   set,   the   game   
was   postponed   for   
more   than   10   minutes   
due   to   the   weather,   
as   it   started   to   rain.   
By   this   time   the   score   
was   4-4   to   both   play-
ers.   After   the   game   
resumed,   Nadal   won   
the   fourth   set   (7-5)   
on   a   tie   breaker.

 In   the   early   stages   of   
the   final   set,   it   became   ap-
parent   and   evident   that   Nadal   
could   ‘easily’   win   the   game   as   
he   was   up   by   4-3.   The   final   
set   proved   to   be   a   challenge   
for   both   players,   as   they   kept   
pushing   each   other   to   the   lim-
it.   Djokovic   came   fighting   back   
when   he   equalised   with   Nadal   
(5-5).   After   a   few   unneces-
sary   errors   by   Nadal,   Djokovic   
retained   the   Australian   Open   
Title   by   winning   the   final   set   
7-5.   The   epic   match   lasted   
for   5hrs   53   minutes,   becoming   
the   longest   in   the   history   of   

the   tournament   and   also   the   
longest   ever   in   a   grand   slam   
final.   The   determination   to   win   
remained   visible   in   both   of   
the   players   despite   both   Nadal   
and   Djokovic   being   exhausted   
towards   the   end   of   the   game.

 In   the   women’s   sin-
gles,   Victoria   Azarenka   won   
the   Australian   Open   title   by   
defeating   Maria   Sharapova   6-3   
6-0   on   Saturday,   January   28.   
Azarenka’s   win   allowed   her   to   
become   the   number   one   female   
tennis   player   in   the   world.

A Historic Men’s Final

Clasico: Madrid Finally Coming Strong!

 
 The Catalans’ aggregate lead ended 
Madrid’s chance of winning the Copa del 
Ray in a 2-2 draw last Wednesday night.  
However, Barcelona also opened a wide 
gate for their rivals to get one step closer 
to winning the La Liga title by giving them 
a 7-point lead after failing to overcome 
Villarreal.  This blow did not degenerate 
Barcelona’s players and their coach; Car-
les Puyol, Barcelona’s captain, didn’t blame 
anyone for their draw – in fact, he had 
hope for his team and said, “The team will 
react; we’ll do more, whatever we must to 
win.  La Liga is not lost.  We will not give 
up.”  Barcelona’s next game is on February 
5th against Real Sociedad, and on February 
11th they face Valencia in the first leg for 
the Copa del Rey semi-final match.

 However, it wasn’t all the Cata-
lans who made Real Madrid move further 
ahead in La Liga – Real Madrid won against 

Zaragoza 3-1.  Out of 20 league games Ma-
drid was able to win 17 matches, gathering 
52 points.  Yet, Real Madrid’s attitudes in 
their previous games with Barcelona were 
intolerable: Pepe specifically, the team gen-
erally.  Based on educated reviews, Pepe 
deliberately stamped on Messi’s hand; most 
people, including Manchester United’s 
Rooney, addressed that attitude as an idi-
otic action.  Wayne Rooney tweeted, “What 
an idiot!” After that match, reporters asked 
Mourinho if he was willing to punish Pepe 
for what he did, and he certainly answered 
positive whether Pepe intentionally willed 
it or not.  But apparently Pepe wasn’t pun-
ished, as he played the second leg against 
Barcelona.

 Although Real Madrid is at the 
summit of La Liga, Mourinho has decided 
to leave Madrid this summer.  He had come 
under complaints and discomfort by the 
media every time his team faced Barcelona.  
It is also believed that Mourinho’s heart is 
with the Premier League: rumors are that 
he might join Chelsea or Arsenal.

 Overall, Real Madrid finally made 
an impression against Barca, as they al-
most completed one of the greatest Clasico 

comebacks at Camp Nou.  Let’s hope for 
more of the same from future Clasicos!
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 Are   your   taste   buds   craving   
something   good?   Do   you   ever   feel   
like   you   just   don’t   have   enough   time   
to   go   to   restaurants?   Well,   Suli   has   
a   new   fast   food   joint   that   is   actu-
ally   fast   food.   Burger   Fuel   has   fine   
gourmet   burgers   that   will   leave   you   
feeling   satisfied   within   minutes   on   
the   clock.

 Since   Burger   Fuel   has   opened   
I   have   been   there   several   times   and,   
I   have   to   say,   I   have   been   pleased   
every   trip.   

 To   be   honest,   the   first   time   
I   went   I   was   a   bit   doubtful.   The   
name   sounded   a   bit   tacky   and   I   
just   wasn’t   willing   to   trust   new   
restaurants   that   open   in   Suli   all   

that   easily.      However,   my   experience   
went   quite   well.   As   I   walked   in,   a   
greeter   opened   the   door   and   wel-
comed   me   (not   something   usual   for   
fast   food   restaurants).   Next,   a   very   
friendly   waiter   came   and   asked   what   
we   would   like   (usual)   but   was   very   
kind   and   had   a   huge   smile   (unu-
sual)   to   serve   you.   They   are   able   to   
rearrange   any   burger   depending   on   
your   preferences.

 Pictures   bellow   is   the   Bio   
Fuel   Burger.   Priced   at   10,000   Iraqi   
dinars,   it   is   a   patty,   hamburger,   
lettuce,   beats,   tomatoes,   eggs,   and   
another   patty.   If   you’re   hungry,   the   
Bio   Fuel   really   fills   up   your   tank.

 The   good   smell   of   fine   burg-
ers   combined   with   the   excellent   ser-
vice   leaves   you   wanting   to   come   
back.

Boombeene
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Picture From burgerfuel.com

“Why The Whales Came” 
by Michael Morpurgo Book Review

The Bio Fuel Burger

Picture From boombeene.com
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Martin Luther 

  “Everything that is done in the world is done by hope.” 
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Black Mates in 3. Dulanto vs. Alexander, Buenos Aires, 1939.

Photo of the month

I. Sentence Completion:
................... from the base of 
the mountain, the road seemed 
easier than it really was.

(A) viewed
(B) looking up
(C) viewing
(D) while looking up
(E) by looking up

Explanation: When a modifying 
phrase begins a sentence, it must 
logically modify the sentence’s 
subject. 
• In (B), the phrase “Looking up 
from the base of the mountain” 
does not logically modify the 
subject “the road.”
• (C), (D), and (E) are simply 
variations of the error found in 
(B).

II. Most Commonly Confused 
Words:
- Quote – to cite (verb)
For example: I would like to 
quote Mark Twain in my next 
paper.

- Quotation – the act of cit-
ing (noun)
For example: The book of famous 
quotations inspired us all.

III. Vocabulary of the Month:
Perspicacious:  
Definition: (adj) Having keen 
mental perception and under-
standing; discerning.

Example: “You are perspicacious, 
know the ways of the world, and 
are more tactful than most men 
of your age.”
-- Alexandre Dumas, The Count of 
Monte Cristo

Learning English with Awat

Recommended Books of the Month 
1. Rasselas, Prince of Abyssinia by Samuel Johnson
2. The Divine Comedy by Dante Alighieri 
3. Notes from Underground by Fyodor Dostoyevsky
4. The Grand Design by Stephen Hawking
5. Politics: A Treatise on Government by Aristotle

Answer: Choice (A) is correct.
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Quote of the Month

Beauty of Suly during the Winter.
Photograph by Arsh Latif 
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Awat Crossword

Down
1. Newest revolution in the use of cameras.
2. Leading figure of the Civil Rights Movement.
4. Capital city of Ukraine.
6. A 10-letter synonym for the word “abstruse”.

Across
3. Famous 20th century modern artist.
5. An 8-letter antonym of the word “sagacious”.
7. A very famous Russian Composer.
8. Number of articles in the U.S constitution.
9. Famous Kurdish Poet.
10. Wrote The God Delusion.


