
Fun, Effective, Easy tipsMy Nest in Kurdistan
A Book Review

 A few weeks ago, I was 
conversing with a cousin of mine. 
He being a former diplomat and I 
an aspiring one, the conversation 
naturally trailed off toward poli-
tics. When we got to the subject 
of Iraqi policies, I commented on 
how the preamble of the constitu-
tion of Iraq is unusually long and 
is more of a historical account of 
“the land between the two riv-
ers.” “It’s because Iraq is a fake 
country,” my cousin replied. That 
made sense to me.
 Iraq is a multi-ethnical 
country whose borders were ar-
bitrarily drawn by British man-
date officers only about a century 
ago to form a defense against the 
Turks. It has been suggested that 
the only reason Iraq has been held 
together till now rather than be-
ing split up into smaller nations 
representing the separate nation-
alities is because of the consecu-
tive rule of despots like Saddam 
Hussein. Now that those despots 
no longer rule, the only bond that 
keeps flag-wavers acting in con-
cert is political interests. What is 

to happen when political interests 
are changed?
 Fearing the alteration of 
political interests in the very near 
future, Iraq presents a cause in its 
constitution for it to be interna-
tionally recognized as a rightfully 
whole nation and to unite its di-
verse population. The cause pre-
sented is an appeal to history.
 In light of the recent po-
litical developments and border-
redefining events, the thought of 

a greater Kurdistan has become 
more prevalent. Many Kurds be-
lieve that now may just be the 
right time to push for their inde-
pendent nation: now that Kurds 
in Iraq are getting less and less 
dependent on Iraqi policies, now 
that Kurds in Syria hold strong 
positions in the Syrian protests of 
the so-called Arab Spring, now 
that Kurds in Turkey defy Turkish 
repressions with their 36 valuable 
parliament chairs, now that Kurds 
in Iran are losing hope in Islamic 
fundamentalism.
But while we move toward the 
prospect of a greater Kurdistan, 
let us take the task of cultural, lin-
gual, and geographic standardiza-
tions seriously so that something 
deeper than political interests can 
unite us Kurds and so that drafters 
of the new constitution will not 
have to compose a ridiculously 
long preamble.

The Fake Country
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MANY VOICES; ONE CAUSE
“For the Third Consecutive Year, the Kurdish Youth Festival Will 
Become the Biggest and Best Avenue to Connect Kurdish Youth 

from Coast to Coast”
 For the Third Consecutive 
Year, the Kurdish Youth Festival 
Will Become the Biggest and 
Best Avenue to Connect Kurdish 
Youth from Coast to Coast.
 Hailed as the only gather-
ing of its kind in the United States, 
the third Kurdish Youth Festival 
is scheduled to, once again, de-
liver an unforgettable experience. 
The upcoming 2012 festival will 
take place in the Nation’s Capi-
tal, Washington, DC, on January 
6th-8th and is promising to be the 
most exciting festival yet.
 A youth-led coalition 
from various backgrounds have 
come together to form this year’s 
event coordinating committee. 
This group of young Kurdish 
men and women are determined 
to make the third Kurdish youth 
festival an enriching experience 
with a profoundly positive impact 
on the attendees.
 The festival will feature 
scholarships, meet and greet op-
portunities, educational panels, 
discussion groups, and interactive 
workshops. All this is in addition 
to the festivals most talked about 
signature events: “Kurds Got Tal-
ent,” visual art competitions, and 
a celebration finale complete with 
live music and traditional dance. 
As in previous years, notable 
figures, authors, human rights 
activists, NGO leaders, and In-
ternational artists are expected to 
be in attendance.   
This event will also provide a 
chance for sponsors and scholars 
from across the globe to make a 
lasting network with active Kurd-
ish-American youth.

 In an interview during 
the last Kurdish youth festival, a 
first time attendee said: “I walked 
into the hotel lobby in Dallas and 
heard a group of young guys and 
girls speaking Kurdish. I had 
to pinch myself a few times to 
make sure I wasn’t dreaming. I 
felt more at ‘home’ during those 
three days than any other time 
and have made friendships that 
will last a lifetime. I encourage 
everyone to come to next year’s 

festival.”
 Established to showcase, 
promote, and raise awareness 
about Kurdish culture, the festi-
val aims to cultivate the talents 
and abilities of young Kurds in 
the United States while encour-
aging community participation. 
Today, it also serves as an an-
nual reunion for old friends and a 
perfect platform for new connec-
tions.
 The third annual Kurdish 
Youth Festival is in the planning 
stages, and final programming 
will be released in the following 
months.
 To become a sponsor of 
this event or to receive more in-
formation, contact the organizing 
committee: kurdyouthfestival@
gmail.com.
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